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honors program carried out under subsection

(c)(1) and not less frequently than once every

three years thereafter for the duration of the

pilot program, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the

Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-

fairs of the House of Representatives a re-

port on the findings of the Secretary with re-
spect to the pilot program.

(2) CONTENTS.—Each report submitted
under paragraph (1) shall include the fol-
lowing:

(A) The findings of the Secretary with re-
spect to the feasibility and advisability of
establishing a competitive honors program
as described in subsection (a).

(B) Such recommendations as the Sec-
retary may have for legislative or adminis-
trative action to improve recruitment and
retention of staff at the Board of Veterans’
Appeals.

SEC. 103. REPORT ON IMPROVING ACCESS TO
BOARD OF VETERANS' APPEALS
TELEHEARINGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House
of Representatives a report on improving ac-
cess to hearings before the Board of Vet-
erans’ Appeals held by picture and voice
transmission.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) Recommendations on the feasibility
and advisability of reimbursing veterans for
expenses incurred for travel from the home
of a veteran to the location at which a hear-
ing before the Board of Veterans’ Appeals is
held by picture and voice transmission, if the
Secretary determines that travel to such lo-
cation is reasonably necessary for such a
hearing;

(2) Recommendations on establishment of
pilot programs to assess the feasibility and
advisability of using other methods that
could improve veteran access to hearings be-
fore the Board of Veterans’ Appeals held by
picture and voice transmission from a vet-
eran’s home.

(3) Such other recommendations to im-
prove access to hearings before the Board of
Veterans’ Appeals held by picture and voice
transmission as the Secretary may receive
from stakeholders.

TITLE II—-MEDICAL DISABILITY EXAM
MATTERS
SEC. 201. IMPROVING REQUIREMENT TO PUB-
LISH DISABILITY BENEFIT QUES-
TIONNAIRE FORMS OF DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

Section 5101(d) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking ‘‘; and”’
and inserting ‘‘, including (except as pro-
vided in paragraph (4)(A))—

‘(i) all disability benefit questionnaire
forms available to personnel of the Veterans
Health Administration and contracted per-
sonnel for the completion of compensation
and pension examinations; and

‘“(ii) all factsheets available to such per-
sonnel to inform completion of such exami-
nations; and”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4)(A) The Secretary may exclude from
publication under clauses (i) and (ii) of para-
graph (1)(A) any form described in subpara-
graph (B) of this paragraph that the Sec-
retary determines could not reasonably be
completed to a clinically acceptable stand-
ard by someone not an employee or a con-
tractor of the Department.

“(B) A form described in this subparagraph
is a form that—

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

‘(i) was in effect after January 1, 2020; and

‘“(ii) has not been published under para-
graph (1).

‘(C) For each form excluded under sub-
paragraph (A), the Secretary shall—

‘(i) list the form on the same internet
website as the forms published under para-
graph (1)(A) with an indication that the form
has been excluded; and

‘(i) provide with such listing a justifica-
tion for such exclusion.”.

SEC. 202. REPORT ON IMPROVING MEDICAL DIS-
ABILITY EXAMINATIONS FOR VET-
ERANS WHO LIVE ABROAD.

Not later than one year after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the efforts of the Secretary
to provide reimbursement for a veteran’s
travel to a Department facility or a facility
of a Department-contracted provider, regard-
less of whether the facility is inside or out-
side the United States, when such travel is
incident to a scheduled compensation and
pension examination.

SEC. 203. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
REQUIREMENT FOR COMMUNICA-
TION BY CONTRACTORS PROVIDING
COVERED MEDICAL DISABILITY EX-
AMINATIONS WITH PERSONS RECOG-
NIZED BY POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR
PREPARATION, PRESENTATION, AND
PROSECUTION OF CLAIMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In each contract entered
into by the Secretary after the date of the
enactment of this Act for the provision by a
contractor of a covered medical disability
examination, the Secretary shall include a
requirement that every communication from
a contractor to a veteran regarding the
scheduling of a covered medical disability
examination be contemporaneously trans-
mitted to the person recognized by a power
of attorney executed under sections 5902,
5903, and 5904 of title 38, United States Code,
for the preparation, presentation, and pros-
ecution of claims.

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
“‘covered medical disability examination”
means a medical examination that the Sec-
retary determines necessary for the purposes
of adjudicating a benefit under chapter 11 or
15 of title 38, United States Code.

SEC. 204. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
OUTREACH REGARDING CONTACT
INFORMATION FOR CONTRACTORS
PROVIDING COVERED MEDICAL DIS-
ABILITY EXAMINATIONS.

Not later than 120 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall, in partnership with vet-
erans service organizations and such other
stakeholders as the Secretary considers rel-
evant and appropriate, implement an inform-
ative outreach program for veterans regard-
ing the following:

(1) Contact information for contractors
providing covered medical disability exami-
nations, including the telephone numbers
from which such contractors may contact
veterans.

(2) The requirement for veterans to provide
personally identifiable information when
contacted by such contractors in order to
verify their identity.

TITLE III—OTHER MATTERS

SEC. 301. REPORT ON SUPPORTING GOVERN-
MENTAL VETERANS SERVICE OFFI-
CERS.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act and
after consulting veterans service organiza-
tions and such other stakeholders as the Sec-
retary considers relevant and appropriate,
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the
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Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House
of Representatives a report on improving the
support by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs of governmental veterans service offi-
cers.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report submitted
under subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing:

(1) ENHANCED ACCESS TO SYSTEMS.—An as-
sessment of the feasibility and current tech-
nical limitations of providing governmental
veterans service officers enhanced access to
certain Department systems to better serve
veterans those governmental service officers
may not have authorization to represent.

(2) INTERGOVERNMENTAL LIAISONS.—AnN as-
sessment as to whether the Department
would benefit from the establishment or des-
ignation of an office or working group within
the Department to serve as an intergovern-
mental liaison between the Department and
governmental veterans service officers.

(3) OTHER.—Any other recommendations to
improve how the Department monitors, co-
ordinates with, or provides support to gov-
ernmental veterans service officers.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) GOVERNMENTAL VETERANS SERVICE OFFI-
CER.—The term ‘‘governmental veterans
service officer’” means an employee of a
State, county, municipal, or Tribal govern-
ment—

(A) who is accredited by at least one vet-
erans service organization to serve as a vet-
erans service officer; and

(B) whose primary responsibilities include
working as such an officer.

(2) VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATION.—The
term ‘‘veterans service organization’ means
an organization recognized by the Secretary
for the representation of veterans under sec-
tion 5902 of title 38, United States Code.

SEC. 302. FACILITATING DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS CONTRACTOR AC-
CESS TO FEDERAL TAX RETURN IN-
FORMATION NECESSARY FOR
CLAIMS PROCESSING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6103(1)(7) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by
adding at the end the following new subpara-
graph:

‘“(E) REDISCLOSURES.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Officers and employees of
the Department of Veterans Affairs who are
specifically designated by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs may redisclose return infor-
mation described in subparagraphs (A) and
(B) to contractors of such Department ad-
ministering (or assisting in administering) a
program listed in subparagraph (D)(viii).

“(ii) RESTRICTIONS ON USE OF INFORMA-
TION.—Information disclosed under this sub-
paragraph shall be disclosed only for pur-
poses of, and to the extent necessary in, de-
termining eligibility for, or the correct
amount of, benefits under a program listed
in subparagraph (D)(viii).”.

(b) CONFORMING  AMENDMENT.—Section
6103(a)(3) of such Code is amended by insert-
ing “(T)(E),” after *(6),”.

(c) SAFEGUARDS.—Section 6103(p)(4) of such
Code is amended by striking ‘‘subsection
()(10)” each place it appears and inserting
“subsection (1)(7), (10)”.

SA 6551. Mr. KELLY (for Mr. BAR-
RASSO (for himself and Ms. SMITH)) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 4978,
to amend the Public Health Service
Act to reauthorize the State offices of
rural health program; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘State Offices
of Rural Health Program Reauthorization
Act of 2022”°.
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SEC. 2. STATE OFFICES OF RURAL HEALTH.

Section 338J(i)(1) of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 2564r(i)(1)) is amended
by striking ‘‘fiscal years 2018 through 2022’
and inserting ‘‘fiscal years 2023 through
2027,

SA 6552. Mr. LEAHY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 2617, to amend sec-
tion 1115 of title 31, United States
Code, to amend the description of how
performance goals are achieved, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted by the House in Senate amendment 4,
insert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2023"".

SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Sec. 1. Short title.
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Sec. 3. References.
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DIVISION A—AGRICULTURE, RURAL DE-
VELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2023

Title I—Agricultural Programs

Title II—Farm Production and Conservation
Programs

Title III—Rural Development Programs

Title IV—Domestic Food Programs

Title V—Foreign Assistance and Related
Programs

Title VI—Related Agency and Food and Drug
Administration

Title VII—General Provisions

DIVISION B—COMMERCE, JUSTICE,
SCIENCE, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2023

Title I—Department of Commerce
Title II—Department of Justice
Title IITI—Science

Title IV—Related Agencies

Title V—General Provisions

DIVISION C—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2023

Title I—Military Personnel
Title II—Operation and Maintenance
Title III—Procurement
Title IV—Research, Development, Test and
Evaluation
Title V—Revolving and Management Funds
Title VI—Other Department of Defense Pro-
grams
Title VII—Related Agencies
Title VIII—General Provisions
DIVISION D—ENERGY AND WATER DE-
VELOPMENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2023
Title I—Corps of Engineers—Civil
Title II—Department of the Interior
Title III—Department of Energy
Title IV—Independent Agencies
Title V—General Provisions

DIVISION E—FINANCIAL SERVICES AND
GENERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2023

Title I—Department of the Treasury

Title II—Executive Office of the President
and Funds Appropriated to the
President

Title III—The Judiciary

Title IV—District of Columbia

Title V—Independent Agencies

Title VI—General Provisions—This Act

Title VII—General Provisions—Government-
wide
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SEC. 3. REFERENCES.

Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in any
division of this Act shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of that division.

SEC. 4. EXPLANATORY STATEMENT.

The explanatory statement regarding this
Act, printed in the Senate section of the
Congressional Record on or about December
19, 2022, and submitted by the chair of the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate,
shall have the same effect with respect to
the allocation of funds and implementation
of divisions A through L of this Act as if it
were a joint explanatory statement of a com-
mittee of conference.

SEC. 5. STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS.

The following sums in this Act are appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury
not otherwise appropriated, for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2023.

SEC. 6. ADJUSTMENTS TO COMPENSATION.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no adjustment shall be made under sec-
tion 601(a) of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 4501) (relating to cost of
living adjustments for Members of Congress)
during fiscal year 2023.
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